
1803

transform the animals into germ carriers ; it was also

superior to cultures killed by heat."  :14I. Vincent and M.
Collignon considered that the inoculation of young
goats against Malta fever would be the most efficacious
means of preventing the alarming extension of that disease
among goats and perhaps among other domestic animals, as
well as among persons who came into contact with goats or
were consumers of their milk and the cheese made from it. 

-

Dec. l2th. 
__________________

VIENNA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Grants by Local Authorities in Aid of Medical Students.
A REMARKABLE step has been taken by some of the

country magistrates for the purpose of obtaining a few years
hence the services of medical men without much difficulty.
As a large proportion of medical students come from
families which have to practise economy, grants varying
from 1000 to 1500 kronen (from P-40 to ,860) per year for
five consecutive years, are offered to medical students who i
have passed the preliminary examinations in anatomy,
physics, and chemistry. These young men must complete
their curriculum within the ensuing three years, must

spend a further period of two years in hospital work,
and must sign a contract that they will take service
with the country magistrates at the place allotted to
them on the terms of appointment published for that

place ; this contract is to hold good for the next ten

years after obtaining the diploma of M.D., which every
practitioner in Austria must possess. It is necessary to

explain that at present the remuneration for medical

appointments in country places is so unsatisfactory that

many of them are boycotted by the medical organisations,
with the result that such posts are either vacant or heavy
payments have to be made to private practitioners for
the treatment of paupers and similar medical work. As
the only object of this new scheme is to induce in-

experienced students to sign contracts which would in a
short time hand them over to the mercy of the country
magistrates, to be sent wherever their employers pleased,
medical students ae being warned against it by the
Medical Council. There is no reliable means of ascertaining
whether any, and if so how many, of such agreements have
been signed, but it is believed that the number is very small.
A similar method has been already adopted by the military
authorities to secure the services of medical men for the

army and militia. Medical students were, and are still,
offered the sum of 12,000 kronen (E500), to be paid in instal-
ments increasing from ,850 to &pound; 80 a year during their curri-
culum, and the rest on entering the army, where they must
serve for 10 years. It is found, however, that even this not
insignificant financial help has failed to solve the problem of
the chronic shortage of army medical officers, owing to the
unsatisfactory social and educational opportunities of the
army medical service.

A New Wute’J’-s1l’pply for Vienna.
On Dec. 2nd the sixty-second anniversary of the

Emperor’s accession, His Majesty opened the grand new
waterworks. This great undertaking has been completed
within ten years, and its importance may be gauged by the
fact that it not only doubles the amount of water

supplied to this city of 2,000,000 inhabitants, but will no
doubt prevent a water famine, at least until the year 1940,
when the population will, it is computed, be doubled. The
water is collected in the Styrian Alps, a mountain range a
iittle over 6000 feet high, at a distance of some 120 miles
from the capital in a south-westerly direction. 20 per cent.
of the water comes from seven large mountain lakes and
the rest .from springs and wells in this area; 9 it is

brought in huge pipes, aqueducts, and syphons to the
city, where it is capable of reaching the highest spot, even
in the hilly portion of the suburb, without any lifting
apparatus, owing to the great height from which it comes.
The daily quantity flowing into the reservoirs is nearly con-
stant both summer and winter, and amounts to 250,000 tons
of pure drinking water. To this must be added the supply
coming from the old waterworks, which derive their water
from the springs around and on the Schneeberg, a range
of snow-covered mountains also about 6000 feet in height.

This yields an almost equal supply per head per day for
Vienna. Last winter, when abnormal weather conditions
had been prevailing for nearly half a year and a prolonged
drought had emptied the reservoirs, the city experienced a
serious water famine, as the supply had fallen below
100,000 tons per day, and the water-pipes in the houses
had to be throttled to prevent undue use of the

precious liquid. The new water is of excellent quality.
It has a fairly constant temperature varying from 60 to 100 C.
Its softness makes it well suited for washing, cooking, and
other household requirements, but is not so marked as to
interfere with its use as a beverage. The mineral con-

stituents are chiefly carbonate of lime with a little phos-
phate ; there are also traces of magnesia, and in summer-
time traces of silicates have been found; it contains no
organic admixture, and there are very few germs. Care
has, of course, been taken to prevent any possible contamina-
tion or pollution in the catchment area, and the water will
be analysed every week in the municipal laboratory. The
cost of the work amounts to 100 million kronen (over
.64,000,000), and a small charge (about 1 per cent. of the
rent) has to be paid by the occupants of flats and houses for
the outlay. Vienna can now boast of having the most
plentiful and best water-supply of any capital.. city in the
world, and perhaps of any city in Europe.
The Proposed New Regulations for the Management of

Hospitals.
The professors of the Vienna medical institutes, composing
the Medical Faculty of the University of Vienna, have held a
meeting in order to protest against the insidious plan of

bringing the clinics under the influence of political parties
as described in this column on Dec. 3rd, p. 1655. At this

meeting vehement opposition was directed against two
points which are considered to be extremely objection-
able-namely, the administration of hospitals by non-

medical men and the whole-time appointment of - the
hospital staff. A committee, consisting of the present
dean of the faculty and the three previous holders of
this office, as well as of the presidents of the " Association
of the Hospital Medical Men," and the " Organisation" was
at once despatched to the Ministry of Education, the Ministry
of Finance, and to the Home Secretary to explain the views
held by the professors, the committee being authorised to
inform the Ministers that all the clinical professors were
prepared to resign their posts at once if the scheme should
become law, as they could not take part in ruining the pro-
fession. As a result, the plan may be considered as dropped,
at least in its original shape. Whatever is good in the scheme
will no doubt be brought out at another occasion.

Dec. l2th. 
___________________

NOTES FROM INDIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The St. John Ambulance Association.
THE Government of India has placed the Indian branch of

the St. John Ambulance Association on the list of institu-
tions in India receiving an annual Government subsidy. The
Government grant to the association is meant to signify the
highest official approval of the remarkable extension of the
humanitarian work of the association amongst the people of
India during the past two years. It is not designed to
relieve private individuals of their responsibility to the
branch, and it is hoped that numerous chiefs and leading
Indians will follow the generous example of His Highness
the Nizam, who, in addition to maintaining a flourishing
centre in his dominions, has recently made a handsome dona-
tion to the central fund of the association.

The Bombay Hospitals.
The annual report by Surgeon-General H. W. Stevenson,

I.M.S., Surgeon-General to the Government of Bombay, on the
civil hospitals and dispensaries of the Bombay Presidency for
the year 1909, which has just been issued, states that during the
year the number of hospitals and dispensaries increased from
718 to 723. The total number of patients, both indoor and
outdoor, treated during the year was 2,250,211, or 47,270
more than in the previous year. The percentage of mortality
was 9’8, practically the same as that of last year. Of the
2,250,211 patients treated, 13,098 were Europeans and
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Eurasians, 1,422,600 were Hindus, 682,344 were Mussulmans,
and 132,169 belonged to other classes. The number of adult
females formed 20’ 8 per cent. of the total treated. Analysis
of the numbers treated under the different diseases shows no
marked increase, except under the head of cholera, in which
case the numbers rose from 288 to 2347. The disease chiefly
prevailed in the Deccan, and its spread was largely due to
the Sinhast pilgrimage at Nassik. Tuberculosis shows an
increase of 102. Under leprosy the cases treated fell from
4012 in 1908 to 1961. Malarial fevers show a decrease of
5366 cases, but still supply 18 - 54 per cent. of the total
number treated. The total income was Rs. 17,69,358, and
the expenditure Rs. 17,46,758. The average cost of the

dieting of each patient during their stay in hospital
was Rs. 0 2-10, as compared with Rs. 0 2-11 in the

previous year. The report comments on the inadequacy of
medical relief in different parts of the country, and the
announcement is made that in order to meet this need a
scheme for the establishment of a number of additional
dispensaries is receiving the attention of Government. The
scheme, it is stated, is almost completed.

.H:H. the Maharaja of Patiala.
The generous gift of H.H. the Maharaja of Patiala to the

King Edward Sanatorium for Consumptives at Dharampur,
alluded to by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab at the
recent installation of His Highness to full reigning powers at
Patiala, amounts to a lakh of rupees. His Highness has
further undertaken to provide an up-to-date dispensary and
has made a fresh grant of pine-covered land. At Dharampur
steps are being taken to build a hostel where students
and young persons generally who are run down may be
enabled to ward off the encroachments of the disease which is

working such havoc amongst them.

Presentations to an Indian Medical Officer.
On his departure from Bombay for Europe Lieutenant-

Colonel H. P. Dimmock, Principal of Grant Medical College,
senior medical officer of Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Hospital,
and physician-in-charge of Bai Motlibai and Sir Dinshaw
Maneckji Petit Hospitals for Women and Children, Bombay,
who has held the above posts conjointly since 1903, has been
the recipient of a number of valedictory addresses. These
included : (1) from the medical and subordinate staffs, an
address in silver casket; (2) address and presentation from
the nursing staff of the hospitals under his charge; (3) a
presentation portrait of himself subscribed for by the
students ; (4) an address from the military medical students ;
(5) an address in silver casket from the student gymkhana ;
and (6) an address from the native staffs.
Nov. 19th. 

_________________

NOTES FROM CHINA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Anti-opium Societies and the Chino-Indian Agreement.
A GRBAT many home papers contain accounts of meetings

held by anti-opium societies at which resolutions are carried
unanimously calling upon the Government to cut short its
agreement with China by totally suppressing the Indian

export of opium without further delay. The following con-
siderations are well worthy the attention of anti-opium
societies who, in the opinion of competent authorities in
China who are studying the question on the spot, are doing
much to hamper the British Government in its good work,
and probably to thwart the proper working out of a scheme
which has been acknowledged by China to promise the best
means of thorough abolition. For the agreement come to is a
sound one. It was seen by both parties that the speedy and total
abolition of such a widespread habit is impossible. There-
fore it aims at a _papi,pass?6 diminution of the Indian trade
and the home production in China. Should the Indian trade
be forthwith stopped there is no possible hold on the Chinese
to annually diminish their trade. There are at the present
moment hundreds of thousands of Chinese who would resume
the habit the moment any restrictions are removed. This

agreement made by the two Governments has entirely
altered the situation. The efforts of every anti-opiumist
should now be directed to seeing that it is loyally
carried out; interference with it can only be perilous.

The sincerity of the Indian Government is unquestion-
able ; the sincerity of China may be more open to

question, though for my own part I am convinced of
it. The ability of the Indian Government to carry out
its promises is undoubted ; it has absolute control of the

production and of the export trade. The ability of China to
accomplish this herculean task to which she has pledged her
honour, and to which she has set her hand, is quite another
matter. It should be remembered that opium is imported
from Persia, Annam, Dutch Colonies, and other places
besides India, and that China has no efficient preventive
service along her thousands of miles of coast line. The
amount of opium grown in China is over 360,000 piculs,
while only 40,000 piculs are imported from India. The

production of opium is in private hands, scattered over
several provinces, and, as has been proved in Shansi, can only
be controlled with difficulty at the best, and in the course of
several years. In other places, for various reasons, there
is far less progress. The fact is that the machinery for
effective control, as for effective taxation of the native

product, does not exist. Public opinion will do more than
anything else, and the present agreement (possibly modified
in one or two details) has a real value in keeping up the
pressure of public opinion. It is a good help to the genuine
anti-opium movement in China. In the name of common sense
and of the cause we all have at heart, it is best not to interfere
from outside to cut off the pressure which the agreement
brings to bear on the officials and people of the provinces where
at present the anti-opium movement is weakest. That there
is plenty of scope nearer home for the activities of anti-

opium societies in the direction of limiting the export of
morphine, &c., from England to China is shown by the
following resolution put by the Hon. Mr. M. Stewart at the
Hong-Kong Legislative Council:-
That this council desires respectfully to draw the attention of the

Secretary of State for the Colonies to the port of origin of all the
morphine, and one-third of the compounds of opium, entering this
colony; and humbly prays him to lay before Parliament the propriety
of assisting this Government in its endeavours to discourage the opium
vice in its most injurious form by restricting the export from England
of the means of gratifying it.

In the Memorandum on opium published in 1909 by the
Statistical Department of the Chinese Imperial Maritime
Customs the Commissioner of Customs at Foochow wrote as

follows:&mdash;
Prior to 1902 and the increase of duty on morphia the recorded

importation at Foochow averaged 2700 ounces per annum. During the
following three years only eight ounces were imported, and since 1905
none whatever has been declared at the Customs. There is reason to
believe that large quantities are smuggled in along the coast in junks
from Formosa and into the open ports by steamers from Hong-Kong.
The consumption of the drug is reported to be just as great as ever.
Upwards of thirty medicine shops at Foochow deal openly in morphia,
and some of these are believed to carry stocks of as much as 1000 ounces.
Most of the bottles bear the labels of British firms. Instruments for
subcutaneous injection are also found, but are not in great demand.

These two quotations should give the home societies
something to think about.

Appearance of Human Plague at Shanghai.
Following several suspected deaths the corpse of a Chinese

was discovered by the municipal health authorities and
material taken from a bubo was found to contain virulent
plague bacilli. The day after this discovery two more cases
were found which were verified as plague and which
succumbed to it, making a total of three deaths. The

acting medical officer of health, Dr. A. Moore, therefore
declared the subdistrict to be plague-infected and ordered all
the houses in it to be visited daily and all plague and
suspected cases to be removed, compulsorily if need be, to
the isolation hospital and all contacts to segregation quarters.
Although there are many enlightened natives who view with
appreciation the steps taken to prevent the plague obtaining
a foothold in the settlement, there have been many wild
rumours among the lower classes who resented the house-to-
house visitation. Finally a riot broke out, necessitating the
calling out of the volunteers to assist the municipal police in
keeping the hostile Chinese in check. Several of the rioters
were wounded as well as a few foreigners, but order has now
been restored and the Chinese authorities are doing their
best to cooperate with the police by appeasing the populace.
The former have issued proclamations and called meetings to
explain the situation. It is now confidently expected that
the measures taken will permit the routine work of dis-
infection and supervision to be carried on as before.
Peking, Nov. 20th.


